Repair of delayed left ventricular rupture after mitral valve replacement: report of a case.
Rupture of the left ventricle (LV) after mitral valve replacement (MVR) is a devastating complication, associated with high mortality. A 64-year-old woman with a type I delayed LV rupture, which occurred after MVR with a 27-mm St. Jude Medical mitral prosthesis for mitral stenosis, was successfully treated by a combination of intracardiac and extracardiac surgical repair techniques. The extracardiac repair involved approximating the edges of myocardium around the tear with large sutures bolstered by strips of Teflon felt, then covering the epicardial hematoma with another porcine pericardial patch, using gelatin resorcinol formaldehyde glue and collagen sheets. The intracardiac repair involved suturing the edges of an oval piece of porcine pericardium to the endocardium around the laceration. No LV pseudoaneurysm was detected postoperatively on echocardiography or computed tomography scans. The patient is well 2 years after the operation.